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Decisions based on narrow set of 

market values of nature underpin the 

current global biodiversity crisis.

Many opportunities exist to embed 

the diverse values of nature into 

decision making for navigating 

towards more just and sustainable 

futures.



1. The relevance of this report



Economic and political 

decisions have 

predominantly prioritised 

market-based instrumental 

values of nature.

Many of nature’s values are often 
ignored in favor of short-term 
profits and economic growth.

Conservation policies also risk 
downplaying the values of local 
communities that depend on 
nature for their livelihoods.



Ignoring, excluding or 

marginalizing local values often 

leads to socio-environmental 

conflicts linked to value clashes, 

especially in the context of power 

asymmetries, which undermines 

the effectiveness of environmental 

policies.



Achieving sustainable and just 

futures requires the recognition 

and integration of diverse values 

of nature into political and 

economic decisions.

Recognising the values of local people 

affected by decisions results in better 

outcomes for people and nature.



People value nature in different ways depending on their 

knowledge systems, languages, cultural traditions and 

environmental contexts.

A novel typology 

of nature’s values 

can help guide 

decisions. 



There is no shortage of methods and approaches to value 

nature, yet their uptake into decisions remains limited.

Less than 5% of published valuation studies report uptake in policy decisions.



Transformative change needed 

to address the global 

biodiversity crisis relies on 

shifting away from values that 

over-emphasize short term and 

individual material gains to 

nurturing sustainability-aligned 

values across society.



Four key leverage 

points can help 

catalyze 

transformation 

towards 

sustainable and 

just futures.



Capacity building and 

collaborations among a 

wide range of 

stakeholders can 

facilitate transformative 

change to address the 

current biodiversity 

crisis.



2. Expected impacts



The findings of the values 

assessment are expected to 

contribute to ongoing and future 

IPBES assessments:

• Biodiversity-Food-Water-Health Nexus,

• Transformative Change, and

• Biodiversity and Business. 



The findings of the values 

assessment are expected to 

contribute to achieving the 

shared visions for prosperity for 

people and nature such as:

• the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity,

• the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, and

• the future post-2020 global 

biodiversity framework.



The findings of the Values 
Assessments are expected 
to empower the voices of 
emerging social actors such 
as women, youth, and 
Indigenous Peoples and 
Local Communities to 
promote their role in 
transformative change.



3. The team behind the assessment



▪ The process
• 3 Authors meetings (Mexico City, Vitoria-Gasteiz, online),

• 2 External reviews, and

• 1 Additional review by governments.

• In the context of COVID-19 pandemic.

▪ Engagement with Indigenous 

and Local Knowledge (ILK)
• Liaison group,

• Identification of key guiding messages,

• call for contributions, 

• ILK experts and holders as contributing authors, and 

• 3 ILK dialogue workshops (Paris, Mexico, online).

▪ The evidence behind
• + 13,000 documents reviewed in depth and,

• + 200,000 pieces of evidence considered.



• Result from 19 years of in-kind voluntary 
contributions by more than 300 people:

■ 95 Experts nominated by IPBES 
(18 ILK experts/holders) from 47 
countries, 

■ + more than 200 contributing 
authors (25 ILK experts/holders).

• Diverse disciplines represented.
• Supported by a Management 

Committee.

• Technical Support Unit based in 

Mexico (Ecosystems and Sustainability 

Research Institute of the National 

Autonomous University of Mexico).
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Merci!

¡Gracias!

Thank you!




























